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G. Veterinary and Canine Care 

 Veterinarian Procedures: 
• Normal check-ups and the semi-annual examinations will be 

scheduled at the authorized veterinary facility, where an open city 
purchase order exists. 

• In the case of an emergency or to save the canine’s life, the canine 
may be taken to the closest veterinary facility. 

• If the canine is hospitalized or under care of the veterinarian and is 
not available for duty, the handler will notify as soon as practical 
the Unit Supervisor. 

 Canine Care and Maintenance: 
• It is the sole responsibility of each handler to maintain the health 

and care of his or her canine.  This includes feeding, grooming and 
sanitary precautions.   

• EDCU handlers may purchase necessary feeding, grooming, and 
equipment supplies with the EDCU Supervisor and SJPD-AD 
Commander approval.  The purchase will be completed with the 
use of the unit procurement card.  All purchases must follow 
procurement card procedures. 

 
H. Mutual Aid or Outside Agency Assists 

 Mutual Aid Requests: 
• All outside requests for mutual aid need the approval of the Chief 

of Police or his designee. 
 Departmental Requests: 

• Any requests for EDCU teams that occur within the San Jose 
Police Department must be submitted to the Unit Supervisor for 
approval.  Such requests would be for VIP protection details, major 
citywide events or other upcoming special assignments. 

• If the Unit Supervisor is not available, then the request should be 
made through the SJPD-AD chain of command. 

 Outside Agency Requests: 
• All outside agency requests for use of an EDCU team will need the 

approval of the SJPD-AD chain of command.  This will include  
requests made by the TSA for assistance  
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